
ordination with The Catho-
lic University of America, a 
new educational website 
will focus on the important 
role that the Catholic 
Church has played in the 
area of refugee resettle-
ment for nearly seven dec-
ades.  We hope that these 
resources will provide help  
parish social ministers, 
teachers, directors of reli-
gious education and oth-
ers . 
 
Practical resources can be 

found at  
www.usccb.org/mrs/nmw/

index.shtml. 

     Renewing Hope, Seek-
ing Justice is the primary 
theme for the 2011 Na-
tional Migration Week, held 
January 2-8. The obser-
vance began over a quar-
ter century ago by the U.S. 
Catholic Bishops to provide 
Catholics an opportunity to 
take stock of the wide di-
versity of the Church and 
the ministries serving them. 
As the face of the local 
churches continue to 
change, it is important that 
we Catholics deepen our 
faith and understanding of 
our new neighbors. The 
materials created for Na-
tional Migration Week pro-
vide an important educa-
tional resource that can be 
used throughout the year 
by individuals, families, 
schools, and parishes  
to learn about the complex  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
issues surrounding migra-
tion.  
     Following the lead of 
Pope Benedict XVI, who is 
focusing on migrant fami-
lies for his 2011 World Day 
of Migrants and Refugees 
message, family is the sub-
theme of this year’s Na-
tional Migration Week.  
Included in this year’s ma-
terials are a poster, a 
prayer card, and a bulletin 
insert that focuses on the 
stresses and strains that 
migration has on families 
and the affect that eco-
nomic underdevelopment 
has in this process. In co-

Religious Freedom, the 
Path to Peace, is the 
theme of Pope Benedict 
XVI’s 2011 Message for 
the World Day of Peace, 
celebrated on January 1 
each year. The Church 
teaches that religious 
freedom is grounded in 
the inherent dignity of 
the human person. The 
Holy Father’s message 
affirms that all people 

have a duty and a right 
to seek religious truth 
and to practice religion 
in accordance with their 
conscience. Religious 
freedom allows deep 
and healthy relationships 
with God, oneself, oth-
ers, and the world, and 
helps to form a society 
where peace can pre-
vail, human develop-
ment can occur, and the 

life and dignity of all can 
be respected. 
 
The full text of the mes-
sage is posted each 
year in mid-
December at 
www.vatican.va/
holy_father/
benedict_xvi/
messages/
peace/
index_en.htm 

National Migration Week 
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Pope Benedict’s World Day of Peace Message 

Office of  
Peace & Justice/ 

Parish Social Ministry 
Catholic Charities 
Diocese of Raleigh 

715 Nazareth Street 
Raleigh, NC  27606 

919-821-9751         
jurski@raldioc.org 

Parish Social Ministry 

~Life, Justice, Charity and Peace~ 
O F F I C E  O F  P E A C E  &  J U S T I C E / P A R I S H  S O C I A L  

M I N I S T R Y  

J A N U A R Y / F E B U A R Y  2 0 1 1  

“The world needs 

God.  It needs  

universal, 

shared ethical and 

spiritual values, and 

religion can offer a 

precious  

contribution to their 

pursuit, for the 

building of a just and 

peaceful social order 

at the national and 

international levels.” 

-Pope Benedict XVI, 

2011 World Day of 

Peace Message 
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“CCHD’s 

partnership with 
those living in 
poverty is a 

concrete way we 
carryout  

Pope Benedict’s 
call to place 

commitment to the 
poor at the 
center of  

Catholic life.” 
 

Most Reverend 
Roger P. Morin, 

Bishop 
of Biloxi and 

Chairman of the 
United States 

Bishops’ 
Subcommittee on 

CCHD 

  

Congratulations to Anne and Bill Werdel! 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development Update 

Eight organizations that 
provide a range of assis-
tance to those in need 
are the recipients of the 
2010 Diocesan Catholic 
Campaign for Human 
Development (CCHD) 
grants, presented Thurs-
day, October 28 at a ban-
quet held at St. Michael 
the Archangel Catholic 
Church in Cary.  CCHD 
is the Catholic Church’s 
domestic anti-poverty, 
social justice program. Its 
mission is to address the 
root causes of poverty in 
America through promo-
tion and support of com-
munity-controlled, self-
help organizations and 
through transformative 
education. 

  

CCHD  Funded Local 
Grants, 2010: 

  

Step Up Ministry Life 
Skills Program, Raleigh 

Wake Interfaith Hospi-
tality Aftercare Pro-
gram , Raleigh  

Feed His Sheep/Stellar 
Peer Recovery Ministry , 

Clayton 

Hoke Reading/Literacy 
Council, Raeford  

Durham Congregations 
in Action, Durham for  
Yo-Program 

Catholic Charities Active 
Parenting Project, Fa-
yetteville   

St. Julia’s Language 
Institute, Siler City 

Voces Latinas, Wilming-
ton  

 
 
CCHD Funded National 

Grants, 2010-2011 
 

 Triangle CAN  

 Community Success 
Initiative  

 
 
Diocesan Grant Total- 

$90,000 
 

Most Reverend Michael 
F. Burbidge commended 
the recipients and all who 
are associated with the 
work of the Catholic 
Campaign for Human 
Development, 
including the thousands 

in the Diocese who con-
tribute annually to the 
important collection. 
“Through it, we give 
glory to God,” Bishop 
Burbidge said, “by imitat-
ing the One He sent as 
the perfect example to 
love without measure, 
to love without cost.” 
Bishop Burbidge noted 
the focus of the eight 
grant recipients acknowl-
edging the great work 
that is going on in our 
community by dedicated, 
generous and faithful 
people. “For any small 
way the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Devel-
opment can play in help-
ing you give glory 
to God,” the Bishop said, 
“is a great privilege for 
us.” 
 Thanks to those of you 
who generously gave to 

our annual CCHD  
collection in November.   

 
Please see our website 

or  
http://www.usccb.org/

cchd/ 
 for more information! 

    Rick Miller-Haraway 
noted that the Werdels’ 
service goes beyond 
their parish. “Bill and Ann 
are active in advocacy for 
peace and justice issues 
throughout the commu-
nity,” he said. “They are 
frequent visitors to City 
Council and County 
Commissioner meetings 
when issues of justice for 
the poor are being con-
sidered. They are active 
participants and leaders 
in Congregations for So-
cial Justice. They are 

    On Thursday night, 
October 28th, Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese 
of Raleigh presented the 
annual John J. Carey 
ward to Bill and Ann Wer-
del of Sacred Heart Ca-
thedral Parish in Raleigh. 
The Carey Award is pre-
sented each year to indi-
viduals who have made 
outstanding contributions 
to social ministry in the 
Diocese of Raleigh and 
shown a strong commit-
ment to the Church’s so-
cial mission. 

active in the advocacy 
efforts to end homeless-
ness and to increase af-
fordable housing. They 
are also active in People 
of Faith Against the 
Death Penalty and in ef-
forts to promote compre-
hensive immigration re-
form. If there is an injus-
tice occurring in their 
community, you will find 
Bill and Ann on the fore-
front of working to bring 
about justice.”   
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 What is Fair Trade? How 
can I promote fair trade in 

my parish?  
 
 Fair Trade is based 
on the principal that people 
should earn a fair profit for 
the items they produce.  Fair 
Trade guarantees fair wages 
and provides access to tech-
nical and financial assistance 
and most importantly, con-
nects these producers with 
consumers like us who un-
derstand that the choices we 
make every day have the 
power to make the trading 
system work better for our 
brothers and sisters around 
the world.  
 
 Catholic Relief Ser-
vices promotes fair trade and 
fair trade products far beyond 
coffee and chocolate.  

 
See www.crsfairtrade.org for 

more information.  
 

Many of our parishes have 
had Fair Trade Festivals, 
workshops, and are even 
selling fair trade coffee after 
Mass.  Contact our office for 
more ideas on how to get 
started or to share a best 
practice! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A parishioner at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral in Ra-
leigh, Sally is a Fair 
Trade Ambassador for 
Catholic Relief Services. 
Please contact Sally at 
919-828-2607 or email: 
sally@sapoland.com. 
She would love to talk to 
you! 
 
If you or someone in your 
parish might be interested 
in becoming a Fair Trade 
Ambassador please read 
the attached and send to 
any candidate. This is a 
tremendous experience 
for you or another in your 
parish and for the diocese. 
The present diocesan Am-
bassador, Sally Poland, 
would welcome an ener-
getic partner. The next 
training is in Raleigh. 
 
Please contact our office 

for more information! 

as well.  See the link on our 
website for a copy:  http://
www.dioceseofraleigh.org/
how/peace_justice/
index.aspx. 
 The information in this  
calendar can be useful for 
Catholic Schools, Faith For-
mation Offices, Bulletin  
Editors, Parish Social  

We have created a calendar  
to assist Catholics in the  
Diocese of Raleigh to learn 
about special days, saints, 
and events which call us to 
reflect on Life, Justice, and 
Peace.  The calendar is now 
complete for August 2010-
July 2011.  A Spanish copy 
of the calendar is available 

Concerns volunteers, Pro-life 
volunteers, and Family Life 
Coordinators.   
We pray that the calendar 
will cause reflection,  
education, and advocacy 
throughout the school year 
beginning now and  
continuing for one full  
calendar year. 

Calendar of Teachable Moments NOW Available! 

 Upcoming  

Events 
  

January 15 

Mass for Life,  
8 a.m. at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Raleigh 

 

Pro-life Rally for High School Teens,  
10:30 – 12:30 a.m. 

at Cathedral School Hall, Raleigh 

 

Raleigh Rally and March for Life,  
1 p.m. Nash Square, Raleigh 

 

January 24 

National March for Life, Washington D.C. 

See page 6 for more information. 

 

Lent 2011 

40 Days for Life 

More information will be available in the new year. 

 

April 2 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington DC 

See page 6 for more information. 

 

April 30 

Celebrate God’s Gifts Gala 

A Fundraiser for Catholic Charities,  

Diocese of Raleigh 

Cardinal Gibbons High School 

More details will be available soon. 

 

October 1, 2011 

Parish Social Ministry Training Day 

 

Watch for more information on 2011 Events  

on the Diocesan Website:  http://

www.dioceseofraleigh.org/home/ 
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“Parish Social 
Ministry brings 
together the 
parish and the 
Catholic 
community by 
serving the poor 
and vulnerable 
and respecting 
the life and 
dignity of the 
human person.” 

 
- From CCUSA 

Parish Social 
Ministry Section 

webpage 

Catholic Charities USA:  Parish Social Ministry Section 

FREE membership now 
available! 

 
The Parish Social  
Ministry (PSM) Section is 
a network of people in 
parishes, dioceses and 
Catholic Charities  
agencies that supports 
believers as they act on 
Gospel values in their 
community - values that 
reduce poverty and build 
the reign of God among 
us. 
 
Perks:  

 New Member Orien-
tation Video 

 Resource Library  
with resources about 
PSM in parishes, 
about conversion, 
and about social 
transformation.  
These resources 
help parishes 
strengthen their work 
in Parish Social Min-
istry 

 Discussion List 

 Training Opportuni-
ties 

 Directory 

 Staff Assistance  

 Webinar Training- 4 
times/year 

 And more! 

 
Join today! 
Questions?   

Contact Melissa 
DuCharme who is a 

member of the  
Leadership  Team for the 

PSM section.  
Melissa.ducharme@ 

raldioc.org.   
 

See http://
www.catholiccharitiesusa

.org/Page.aspx?
pid=1390 

 
For more information and 

to check it out! 

Celebrate God’s Gifts  

Gala 
 

April 30, 2011 
 

A Fundraiser for  
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Raleigh 

Cardinal Gibbons High School, Raleigh 

 

Keynote address from Rev. Larry Snyder, 
President of Catholic Charities USA 

 
Hosted by Bishop Michael F. Burbidge and 
the Board of Directors of Catholic Charities 

Featuring dinner and multicultural entertainment 

 
For more information - contact Patricia Reid at 919-821-8146 or 

patricia.reid@raldioc.org 
 

All proceeds will benefit the Catholic Charities programs in Eastern 
North Carolina. Last year, the seven regional offices and additional  

community outreach locations touched the lives of more than  
54,000 individuals. 

 

http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/Page.aspx?pid=1390
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/Page.aspx?pid=1390
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/Page.aspx?pid=1390
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/Page.aspx?pid=1390
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On Saturday, December 18, 
the U.S. Senate failed to 
reach the 60 votes needed to 
obtain cloture on H.R. 5281, 
the Development, Relief, and 
Education of Alien Minors Act 
(DREAM) Act of 2010.  The 
vote was 55 in favor of clo-
ture and 41 against it.  Be-
cause the Senate was un-
able to reach cloture and cut 
off debate on the bill, the leg-
islation was not able to move 
forward and will not be con-

sidered again this year. 
 
Although this is a setback for 
the DREAM Act and the long
-term goal of immigration 
reform, it should not be con-
sidered a defeat.  Having 
won 55 votes in favor of 
DREAM (as well as passage 
in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives) shows that it has 
the support of the majority of 
Congress and the American 
public.  We are confident that 

the DREAM Act will 
one day become the 
law of the land. 
 
We  would like to thank all of 
you for your hard work on the 
DREAM Act.  We will con-
tinue to fight for the DREAM 
Act and the rights of immi-
grants in the new Congress. 

See http://

www.justiceforimmigrants.or

g/index.shtml for more info. 

When an important issue 
arises you will receive an e-
mail alert with the option to 
contact your legislator to ex-
press your Catholic views. 

 
Register today, it’s free!  
Each of these issue areas 

are currently covered: 
- Respect Life 

More than 800,000 residents 
of North Carolina profess the 
Catholic faith in the 187 par-
ishes and missions of the 
Dioceses of Raleigh and 
Charlotte. Catholic Voice NC 
facilitates a grassroots effort 
by concerned Catholics in 
North Carolina to educate 
and influence our lawmakers. 

- Stem Cell Research 
- End of Life 
- Immigration 
- Family Life 

  
Go to the website 

www.CatholicVoiceNC.org  
for more information and 

to register. 

tion, which changes lives, 
inspires faithful witness, and 
transforms the world through 
love and service.  
 
Our Catholic faith and biblical 
tradition extend an extraordi-
nary invitation to each of us 
and to our faith communities 
to become agents of God’s 
compassion and healing in a 
wounded world.  The Good 
News of Christ is both a com-
fort and a promise for the 
poor and, at the same time, a 
call to those of us who are 
not poor to be linked with 
God’s vision of justice and 
reconciliation.   

 
Many parishes in our  

Diocese already have Just-
Faith programs.  Now is 

the time to begin  
organizing and recruiting 

for next Fall!   
 

Please contact our office 
for more information or go 
online to www.justfaith.org 
to find out more about the 

JustFaith program and  
other adult formation  

modules on many other 
issues which are available 

for parish use. 
 

We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

 What is JustFaith? 
JustFaith offers an opportu-
nity for parishioners to ex-
perience a spiritual journey 
into compassion.  Most of us 
long to be a generous and 
compassionate people.  
However, the opportunities to 
explore our tradition’s Catho-
lic social teachings in a delib-
erate and engaging way 
have largely not been avail-
able.  JustFaith, now offered 
in hundreds of parishes 
across the country, provides 
a lively and challenging for-
mat to read, view, discuss, 
pray, experience and be 
formed by the justice tradi-

 

North Carolina Catholic Voice:  An Opportunity for Advocacy 

North Carolina  

Catholics CAN Make   

Difference! 

“The Catholic 
Church 

proclaims that 
human life is 

sacred and that 
the dignity of 

the 
human person is 
the foundation 

of a moral vision 
for society.” 

 
Sharing Catholic 

Social Teaching, 

U. S. Catholic 

Bishops, 1999 
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“One of the 

most striking 

aspects of 

development 

in the present 

day is the 

important 

question of 

respect for 

life…” 

 

Pope Benedict 

XVI,  

Caritas in 

Veritate, 2009 
  

WASHINGTON MARCH FOR LIFE  

Study Day on Immigration 

Diocesan Pilgrimage with Bishop Burbidge 
The Diocesan Pilgrimage 

to the Basilica of the Na-

tional Shrine will be on 

Saturday, April 2, 2011.   

 

The upcoming pilgrimage 

will be a witness to our 

faith as we gather around 

the Shrine of our Blessed 

Lady and pray together 

for our Diocese, for our 

nation, and for peace.  

Many still recall their spe-

cial graces and fond 

memories of last pilgrim-

age in 2008 when over 

1000 gathered in prayer 

as a Diocesan Church to 

honor Our Blessed Lady.   

Once again, Bishop Bur-

bidge envisions people of 

all ages, from various 

cultures, walks of life,  

parish and diocesan or-

ganizations worshipping 

Christ and honoring our 

Blessed Mother.  

 

Please consider joining 

Bishop Burbidge on this 

Diocesan Pilgrimage as a 

reflection of your love for 

Our Blessed Mother and 

your desire to grow ever 

closer to her Son.   

 

Visit the Diocesan  

website for more detailed 

information.   

Click on the Pilgrimage 

button on the left side of 

the main page. 

diocese. Pastoral Ad-
ministrators, parish 
leadership, staff, dea-
cons, school and faith 
formation leaders are 
invited to participate. 
The session will ad-
dress Catholic teach-
ing as it relates to im-
migration as well pro-
vide practical ways to 

A Study Day on Immi-
gration will be held at 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish Center, in Ra-
leigh on Thursday, 
February 24, 2011. 
The day is part of the 
Diocesan plan for im-
migration education 
that Bishop Burbidge 
has approved for the 

involve parishioners in 
justice for immigrants.  
 
Please watch on our 
website and the Di-
ocesan Website for 

more  information  on 
this exciting day and 
for registration de-

tails. 

ments are due no later 
than Wednesday, De-
cember 15, 2010.  Reser-
vations after December 
15 will be put on a wait-
ing list. If you have any 
questions, please call 
Raleigh Deanery Bus 
Coordinators:   Kathy 
Klein at 815-1369 or Bob 
Klein at 815-3237.  
 
 

Other Deaneries:  
Buses are also being 
chartered from some in-
dividual parishes, check 
the bulletin announce-
ment in your local parish 
for information or contact 
the Pro-Life Office at  

Raleigh Deanery: The 
Raleigh Respect Life 
Group is reserving buses 
for the Annual March for 
Life on Monday, January 
24, 2011. The cost of the 
trip is $45.00 per per-
son.  Make your reserva-
tion through email ad-
dress:  
blk4jmj@gmail.com    
To guarantee your seat, 
reservations and pay-

 

mailto:blk4jmj@gmail.com
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From December 3-5, 2010, 
twelve Catholic leaders from 
across the country gathered 
outside Washington, DC, to 
immerse themselves in 
Catholic teaching on care for 
creation in light of climate 
change and to prepare to 
share this teaching and help 
promote the Catholic Climate 
Covenant: St. Francis Pledge 
to Care for Creation and the 
Poor in Catholic parishes, 
schools and other organiza-
tions. 
 
“The Catholic community 
across the country will soon 
have access to Catholic Cli-
mate Ambassadors: men and 
women who understand and 
can articulate the messages 
of Pope Benedict XVI and 
the U.S. Catholic Bishops on 
care for creation and climate 
change,” said Dan Misleh, 
Executive Director of the 
Catholic Coalition on Climate 
Change.  (The work of the 
Coalition is supported by 11 
national Catholic organiza-
tions including the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops.)  
“We are delighted with the 

caliber and enthusiasm of the 
new Ambassadors,” he con-
tinued. 
In March, thirteen more Am-
bassadors will be trained 
and, “expand the ability of 
the Coalition to reach many 
more Catholic parishioners, 
students, pastors, teachers, 
and other ministers,” Misleh 
said.  “The Ambassadors will 
share this teaching and en-
courage audiences to join the 
Catholic Climate Covenant 
by taking the St. Francis 
Pledge.”  The Coalitions’ 
Covenant campaign and St. 
Francis Pledge is designed 
to help Catholic individuals, 
families, parishes and 
schools fulfill the obligation of 
their faith to care for both 
creation and those who al-
ready suffer the conse-
quences of climate change.. 
 
Since 2006, the Catholic 
Coalition on Climate Change 
has played a pivotal role in 
the U.S. Catholic response to 
the enormous challenge of 
climate change. The Coali-
tion has taken on the respon-
sibility to develop strategies 

for spiritual formation 
and education of Catho-
lics, to create resources, 
programs and projects 
that engage youth, fami-
lies and parishioners, and to spur action that leads 
to public policy change at local, national and inter-
national levels.   (For More, go to: catholicclimate-
covenant.org). 
 
Melissa DuCharme, Office of Peace & Justice/
Parish Social Ministry Office Assistant was trained 
as a Catholic Climate Ambassador.  Contact us 
today to schedule Melissa for your parish event on 
“Care of Creation.” 

poverty. Advocate with us to end hun-
ger, disease, conflict, and other is-
sues that affect the lives of our broth-
ers and sisters worldwide. 
 Catholics Confront Global 
Poverty would be a great project for 
the Social Justice or Social Concerns 
committee at your parish. Planning 
activities to educate the parish about 
poverty may encourage parish mem-
bers to engage in advocacy with 
Members of Congress about the 
seven issues of focus  at usccb.org/
globalpoverty, details above. The 
many activities and ideas encourage 

 Catholic Relief Services is 
the official international humanitar-
ian agency of the Catholic 
community in the United States. 
CRS alleviates suffering and pro-
vides assistance to people in need 
in more than 100 countries, without 
regard to race, religion or national-
ity.  See www.crs.org for more infor-
mation. 
 The United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
call on one million Catholics in the 
United States to confront global 

parishioners 
to pray, 
learn, share, 
and advo-
cate for an 
end to global poverty.  
 
See www.usccb.org/globalpoverty 
or www.crs.org/globalpoverty for 
more information about Catholics 
Confront Global Poverty and many, 
many resources. In addition, now 
is the time to prepare for Operation 
Rice Bowl during Lent.  Contact 
our office for more information. 

 See our website for Lenten 
resources based upon Pope 
Benedict’s encyclical Caritas 
in Veritate.  We also provide 
inks to many other Lenten 
Resources!   
 
 It’s not too early to be 
planning your Lenten prac-
tices and encouraging your 
fellow parishioners to have a 
faith filled Lenten season! 

Lenten Resources 

Already Available! 

Catholic Relief Services Confronts Global Poverty 

“Thanks to Christ’s 
action, we may 
enter into the 

"greatest" justice, 
which is that of love 

(cf. Rm 13, 8-10), 
the justice that 

recognizes itself in 
every case more a 

debtor than a 
creditor, because it 
has received more 

than could ever 
have been 
expected.” 

 
— Pope Benedict 
XVI's 2010 Lenten 

Message 

http://catholicclimatecovenant.org
http://catholicclimatecovenant.org
http://catholicclimatecovenant.org
http://catholicclimatecovenant.org
http://catholicclimatecovenant.org
http://catholicclimatecovenant.org


By: Jane Deren, PhD 

 
Move us, O Lord, 
    from the usual and the practical as we move into a new decade.   
Move us to the shore of your endless possibilities,  
    for community,  for solidarity,  and for peace.   
Help us become a people  
    who are able to see visions and to embody faith and hope 
    so we may actively create, with God and with our sisters      
    and brothers, the Kingdom of peace and justice. 
Stir us with passion for the possible. 
Make this our New Year's desire  
     and our prayer for the new decade ahead. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

New Year's Prayer: Move Us O Lord 

Office of  
Peace & Justice/ 

Parish Social Ministry 
Catholic Charities 
Diocese of Raleigh 

715 Nazareth Street 
Raleigh, NC  27606 

919-821-9751         
jurski@raldioc.org 


