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CARING FOR GOD’S CREATION 
 
 
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of God’s creation.  Care for the earth is 
a duty of our faith and a sign of our concern for all people.  We should strive to live simply to 
meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs.  We have a moral obligation to protect the planet on which we live – to respect 
God’s creation and to ensure a safe and hospitable environment for human beings, especially 
children at their most vulnerable stages of development. As stewards called by God to share the 
responsibility for the future of the earth, we should work for a world in which people respect and 
protect all of creation and seek to live simply in harmony with it for the sake of future 
generations. 
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“The liturgy teaches us this, when, during the presentation of the gifts, the priest raises to God a 
prayer of blessing and petition over the bread and wine, “fruit of the earth.” “fruit of the vine” 
and “work of human hands.” With these words, the rite not only includes in our offering to God 
all human efforts and activity, but also leads us to see the world as God’s creation, which brings 
forth everything we need for our sustenance. The world is not something indifferent, raw 
material to be utilized simply as we see fit. Rather, it is part of God’s good plan, in which all of 
us are called to be sons and daughters in the one Son of God, Jesus Christ. The justified concern 
about threats to the environment present in so many parts of the world is reinforced by Christian 
hope, which commits us to working responsibly for the protection of creation.” 

             The Sacrament of Charity, No.92, Pope Benedict XVI 
 

For Reflection: 
 
“God saw all that he had made and behold, it was very good.”    

Genesis 1:31 
 
 
Faithful Citizenship Prayer: 
 
God our Father, may your Holy Spirit guide me in all my decisions and actions. Hear my 
prayers, and increase in me the will to follow your Son Jesus. Help me to draw on the 
resources of my faith as I use the opportunities of our democracy to shape a society more 
respectful of the life, dignity, and rights of the human person, especially the poor and 
vulnerable. I ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen. 
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