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PARTICIPATION 
 
 
The human person is not only sacred but also social.  Full human development takes place in 
relationship with others.  The family – based on marriage between a man and a woman – is the 
first and fundamental unity of society and is a sanctuary for the creation and nurturing of 
children.  It should be defended and strengthened, not redefined or undermined by permitting 
same – sex unions or other distortions of marriage.  Respect for the family should be reflected in 
every policy and program.  It is important to uphold parents’ rights and responsibilities to care 
for their children, including the right to choose their children’s education. 
 
How we organize our society – in economics and politics, in law and policy – directly affects the 
common good and the capacity of individuals to develop their full potential.  Every person and 
association has a right and a duty to participate actively in shaping society and to promote the 
well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable. 
 
The principle of subsidiarity reminds us that larger institutions in society should not overwhelm 
or interfere with smaller or local institutions, yet larger institutions have essential responsibilities 
when the more local institutions cannot adequately protect human dignity, meet human needs, 
and advance the common good. 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, Nos. 46,47,48 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 
 “In the light of Catholic teaching, as Bishops we vigorously repeat our call for a renewed 
politics that focuses on moral principles, the defense of life, the needs of the weak, and the 
pursuit of the common good. This kind of political participation reflects the social teaching of 
our Church and the best traditions of our nation.” 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 
For Reflection: 
 
“For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male and female; for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Galatians 3:28-29 
 
Faithful Citizenship Prayer: 
 
God our Father, may your Holy Spirit guide me in all my decisions and actions. Hear my 
prayers, and increase in me the will to follow your Son Jesus. Help me to draw on the 
resources of my faith as I use the opportunities of our democracy to shape a society more 
respectful of the life, dignity, and rights of the human person, especially the poor and 
vulnerable. I ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen. 
 
www.faithfulcitizenship.org 


