AL ENCYCLICAL

[ CARITAS IN VERITATE

The following resources and reflections are offered to promote
continuing formation in your parish
about the encyclical,
CHARITY in TRUTH.

You may consider one new initiative your parish has not had before, or examine present activities and
ministries to review how their work reflects the encyclical, Caritas in Veritate. All of the websites below
provide rich resources. In addition, please review the myriad of resources in your folders which have a
wide range of ideas and opportunities. They offer vital educational opportunities for individuals and
groups.
“ L o~ eritas —
is an extraordinary force which leads people to opt for courageous and
generous engagement in the field of ju

THEMES OF
CARITAS in VERITATE

Respect Life

“One of the most striking aspects of develespgrime nt
forlife, whi ch cannot in any way be detached from que
#28

1 Use the encyclical as a resource for work on respect life issues ensuring a consistent ethic from
conception to natural death.

1 Explore the many resources at the USCCB Pro-Life Secretariat site:
http://www.usccb.org/prolife/index.shtml

1 Throughout parish life, promote an awareness of how violence, in its broadest definition, plays a
role in our interaction with each other:

How do we relate to each other when we have differences of opinions?

How do we build a culture of life with meaningful relationships?

How do our words promote violence?

How do we see all ministries in our parish as a vital participant in promoting the Gospel?
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Dignity of the Human Person
“The right to food, I|li ke the right tobfotharaighes,r , has
beginning with the fundament al right to I|ife” #
9 Form a Gabriel Project Group to assist women in crisis pregnancy. Contact Peace and
Justice/Respect Life Office for more information- Jurski@raldioc.org.
1 Provide information on End of Life Issues during an adult education night or in the parish bulletin.
http://www.usccb.org/prolife /issues/euthanas/index.shtml
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Cultural Diversity, Integration, Migration

“.charity demands justice: recognition and respe
#6
1 Initiate an education campaign to understand the challenges of immigration.
http://justiceforimmigrants.or

1 Engage the many cultures within your parish in dialogue to better understand and appreciate
similarities and differences.

Economic Development and Reducing Domestic Poverty
O&AAA OHAMPRD3I53D4LLR) is an ethical imperative for the universal Church, as she responds
to the teachings of he27 Founder, the Lord Jesus..
1 Initiate ongoing food collections throughout the year, not just seasonally.
1 Use the encyclical as a tool to initiate comprehensive work on advocacy for hunger and poverty.
1 Join Catholic Charities USA in their Campaign to reduce Poverty in America.
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=897

The Environment and Care of Creation
“The environment is God's gift to everyone, and
poor, towards future generatio#& and towards hum
1 Encourage parishioners to examine their personal practices and how they impact the
environment. In addition, have parishioners take the St. Francis Pledge.
http://www.catholicsandclimatechange.org/
1 Promote practical solutions to environmental issues through education and public policy
advocacy. The North Carolina Council of Churches has a great resource specific to environmental
issues in NC. http://www.ncipl.org/

International Solidarity and Global Poverty

“Greater solidarity at the internati onadveninéw el i
midst of economic crisis — of greater access to education, which is at the same time an essential
precondition for effective internat i onal cooperation.” #61

1 Join the USCCB and Catholic Relief Services in their program, Catholics Confront Global Poverty.
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/globalpoverty/

1 Work with your parish to participatei n Br ead for The Worl d’' s Off e
http://www.bread.org/

1 Initiate cross-cultural communication through twinning with a parish or school in a developing
country or give families the opportunity to sponsor families or students.

*Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church

In 2004, the Pontifical for Justice and Peace published a wonderful resource for parishes, schools and all
diocesan ministry educators, as well as anyone desiring a thorough a quite readable reference to assist in
sharing Catholic Social teaching (CST). The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, prepared

and published as a summary volume and synthesis
foundations, contentsand pastor al perspectives of the Church
this valuable resource can now be ordered through the USCCB publishing office.
http://www.usccbpublishing.org/
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