August 2010-July 2011

Calendar of Teachable Moments
The attached calendar has been created to assist Catholics in the Diocese of
Raleigh to learn about special days, saints, and events which call us to reflect on
Life, Justice, and Peace. Several of these items each month will be expanded upon
x EQOE & @A M&ierials. The information in this calendar can be useful for
Catholic Schools, Faith Formation Offices, Bulletin Editors, Parish Social Concerns
volunteers, respect life volunteers, and Family Life Coordinators.

We pray that the calendar will cause reflection, education, and advocacy throughout the school year beginning in
August and continuing for one full calendar year.

A Spanish copy of the calendar will also be made available.

Themes of Githolic Social Teaching-
Let these themes of Catholic Social Teaching help you reflect on each of the events in this calendar throughout the year!
Each month we will be highlighting one of these themes for your use.

Life & Dignity of the Human Person
All human life is sacred from the moment of conception until natural death. Everyone is precious.

People are more important than things.

Call to Family, Community, & Participation
People are both sacred and social. Families need to be strengthened and supported.
The entire human family is also our responsibility.

Rights and Responsibilities
Human dignity and a healthy world community can only occur if we all have fundamental rights and take responsibility for
ensuring the rights of all.

Option for the Poor & Vulnerable
Our society will be judged by how the most poor and vulnerable are treated.

Dignity of Work & the Rights of Workers
All human beings have a right to safe employment and a fair wage.

Solidarity

7A AOA T1T A EOI Al EAERAIT WS [14AAT@ 16G0A 1UTORO AITAMERAOA £ O PAT Pl /
communities.

#AOA T &£ '"T A0 #OAAOBET T

Our planet and universe are a sacred creation too. We must care for our environment as good stewards of our earthly house.
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August

Theme of the Month: Call to Family, Community, and Participat ion

The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society? in economics and politics, in law and
policy? directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community. Marriage and the
family are the central social institutions that must be supported and strengthened, not undermined. We believe
people have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all,
especially the poor and vulnerable. (source: www.usccb.org)

A GREAT resource for many of the saints featured in this document and MANY others not featured is Saint Fun
Facts- http://www.catholic.org/saints/fun_facts_arch.php. These are JPEGs of Saints which provide a cartoon
image and kid-friendly explanation of the saint!

August 6. 9- Anniversaries of Hiroshima & Nagasaki
M http://www.uscch.org/sdwp/international/hiroshima0805.shtml
M http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/nwstatement.shtml

As we remember the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, we pause in prayer.
(Based in part on Psalm 65):

Praise is due to You, O God, in all the earth.

Eternal Spirit, Source of all life,

in every heart the impulse to live,

the desire for acceptance,

the longing for community ?

To You we raise the prayers which You inspire.

Praise is due to You in heaven and on earth,

for when transgressions overwhelm us, You forgive us.
Spirit of holiness and compassion, look with pity on Your people?
Your people Iraq

Your people Japan

Your people America

Your erring, suffering people everywhere:

wrongdoers and victims

oppressors and oppressed

strong and weak

wrathful and vengeful.

All of us are all of these; we cannot separate them from us.
Spirit of Truth, open our eyes and our minds to the truth.
All flesh must come to you, because of sins.

Truly, transgressions overwhelm us; therefore, forgive!
Spirit of Power, enable us, forgiven, to forgive.

Spirit of Peace, reconcile us to Yourself, and to one another,
till in all the earth we give You the praise that is Your due. Amen.

A retired Predyterian minister, Arch Taylor served for over thirty years as a missionary in Japan and taught Bible at

Shikoku Gakuin University (Shikoku Christian College).

August 11- Feast Day of St. Clare
I http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintofDay/default.asp?id=1104
1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=215
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Clare was a beautiful Italian noblewoman who became the Foundress of an order of nuns now called "Poor Clares.”
When she heard St. Francis of Assisi preach, her heart burned with a great desire to imitate Francis and to live a
poor humble life for Jesus. So one evening, she ran away from home, and in a little chapel outside Assisi, gave
herself to God. So great was her joy in serving the Lord that she once exclaimed: "They say that we are too poor,
but can a heart which possesses the infinite God be truly called poor?"

August 23- Feast of St. Rose of Lima
1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=446
St. Rose of Lima is the patroness of Latin America and the Philippines. This South American
Saint's real name was Isabel, but she was such a beautiful baby that she was called Rose, and
I that name remained. St. Rose worked hard to support her poor parents and she humbly obeyed
= them, except when they tried to get her to marry. That she would not do. Her love of Jesus was
. SO great that when she talked about Him, her face glowed and her eyes sparkled.

Kids Pledge of Nonviolence

As we begin a new school yeblat us help our children and families be aware of how we respect the human dignity of

all people through the pledge below. A Pledge for youth, schools, preschools, and families is didnieav&iee
resource website at the end of the pledge.

Making peace must start with mel. commit myself as best | can to become a nonviolent and peaceable person.

To Respect Myself and Others
To respect myself and other people and
to keep from saying or doing mean things to others.

To Communicate Better
To share my feelings honestly, to look for safe ways
to talk and act when I'm angry, and to work
at solving problems peacefully.

To Listen
To listen carefully to others, especially
those who disagree with me,
and to care about others' feelings and
not always demand to have my own way.

To Forgive
To say I'm sorry and mean it
when I have hurt another person,
to forgive others when they have hurt me,
and to keep from holding grudges.

To Respect Nature
To treat the environment and all living things,
including my pets, with respect and care.
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To Play Creatively
To play in fun ways and not means ways,
and to keep from using toys,
watching TV programs and playing games
that make violence look exciting or funny.

To Be Courageous
To challenge violence in all its forms whenever | see it,
whether at home, at school or in the community, and
to stand with others who are treated unfairly.

"Eliminating violence, one person at a time, starting with me."

Institute for Peace and Justice
475 East Lockwood Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119
Phone: (314) 918-2630 --- Fax: (314) 918-2643
ppjn@aol.com Www.ipj-ppj.org
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September

Theme of the Month: The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form
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workers must be respected--the right to productive work, to decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining
of unions, to private property, and to economic initiative. (source: www.uscch.org)

Labor Day- 1st Monday of month
1 http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/labor_day 2009.pdf
1 http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/labor_day 2008.pdf
9 Each year the United States Conference of Bishops provides a statement for Labor Day. The
above link are the statements from 2008 & 2009. Certainly we are called upon on this day
to reflect upon the rights and responsibilities of workers.
9 The 2010 statement should be available by late august 2010.

9 Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron of Workers
By: Education for Justice (http://www.educationforjustice.org/)
St. Joseph, Patron of Workers,
Help us to respect the dignity of all workers.
Help us to learn about and to care about
Workers who do not have fair wages, just benefits, safe working environments.
Help us to raise our voices for justice for workers.
Help us to ask our government and our representatives
To develop policies that create jobs with dignity.
You taught your son
The value of work and the joy of work well done.
Teach us these lessons.
Guide us in our own work
And in the work of justice we are all called to participate in.
Renew our strength and commitment
Each day as we face the work ahead
As we labor for the common good of all.
Amen.

Please pray especially for those men and women who are unemployed or underemployed. Do you family who may
be suffering from lack of work?

National Hunger Awareness Month
9 http://feedingamerica.org/ (hunger resources)
1 http://www.bread.org/ (more hunger resources)

September 8- Celebration of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Have a birthday party for Mary! What can we give her?

September 15-Oct. 14- Hispanic Heritage Month
1 http://www justiceforimmigrants.org/ (Immigration Resources)
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September 9- Feast Day of St. Peter Claver
1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintOfDay/default.asp?id=1133
1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=94

Peter Claver understood that concrete service like the distributing of medicine, food or brandy to
his black brothers and sisters could be as effective a communication of the word of God as mere
verbal preaching. As Peter Claver often said, "We must speak to them with our hands before we
try to speak to them with our lips."

September 25- 3 months until Christmas- Fair Trade Resources
1 www.crsfairtrade.org/ Fair trade is a partnership based on dialogue, mutual understanding, respect and
direct contact between distributors and their artisan partners in developing countries. Distributors work
directly with unemployed or underemployed artisans to help them bring their crafts and cultures to North
America, and to support themselves and their families.
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October

Theme of the Month: Life and Dignity of the Human Person

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation
of a moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching. In our society,
human life is under direct attack from abortion and euthanasia. The value of human life is being threatened by
cloning, embryonic stem cell research, and the use of the death penalty. The intentional targeting of civilians in war
or terrorist attacks is always wrong. Catholic teaching also calls on us to work to avoid war. Nations must protect
the right to life by finding increasingly effective ways to prevent conflicts and resolve them by peaceful means. We
believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things, and that the measure of every
institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person. (source: www.usccb.org)

Respect Life Month
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1 Go to http://www.usccb.org/prolife/programs/rlp/index.shtml for more information and many, many
resources like liturgy guides, publications, prayers, posters and more.

1 We proclaim that human life is a precious gift from God; that each person who receives this gift has
responsibilities toward God, self and otheind that society, through its laws and social institutions, must
protect and nurture human life at every stage of its existence.

U.S. Catholic Bishops, Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities, November 2001

9 And be sure to check out the Respect Life Office website in our diocese for more resources as well-

http://www.dioceseofraleigh.org/how/respect_life/index.aspx.

October 4- Feast Day of St. Francis
M http://www.americancatholic.org/features/Francis/
9 St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals and ecology, was a Roman Catholic saint who took the
gospel literally by following all Jesus said and did.

Peace Prayer of St. Francis (excerpt)
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is discord, harmony;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is error, truth;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy.

12- Columbus Day- Can we learn something aboutthe NatE OA 1| I AOEAAT O xET x A1 AT T AA #
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16- World Food Day
1 Tolearn more about Catholic Relief Services- http://www.worldfooddayusa.org/CMS/2951/8766.aspx
1 To learn more about Domestic and Global Hunger go to http://www.bread.org/

3rd Weekend- National Weekend of Faith in Action Against the Death Penalty
1 Tolearn more about People of Faith Against the Death Penalty in NC go to http://www.pfadp.org/
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9 Tolearn more about the USCCB stance on the death penalty go to
http://www.usccb.org/deathpenalty/index.shtml
0 The Catholic bishops in the United States have been calling for an end to the use of the death
penalty for more than twenty-five years. In 2005, they invited Catholics to join them in an ongoing
O#AOCET 1T EA #AiI PAECT O %l A OEA 50A 1T &£ OEA $AAOE
participate in this important effort to contribute toward building a culture of life.
A "Ending the death penalty would be one important step away from a culture of death
AT A OT xAOA AOEI AET ¢ A AOI OOOA 1T &£ 1 EEAS8O
A Culture of Life and the Penalty of Death
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005

24, 2010- World Mission Sunday
Launched in 1998, the Appeal strengthens the Catholic Church in the United States and its territories where
resources are thin and priests are few. Grantees include 90 Latin and Eastern Catholic dioceses in the U.S. and
Caribbean. The appeal funds a wide range of pastoral services, including evangelization, religious education, the
maintenance of mission parishes, the training of seminarians and lay ministers, and ministry with ethnic groups,
especially Hispanics. (source: www.usccb.org)

1 http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=9290
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November

Theme of the Month: Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions
between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put
the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. (source: www.uscch.org)

1-All Saints Day
1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/
The above link allows you to explore the many beautiful Catholic Saints by topic and feast date.
Take some time to explore!

2-All Souls Day
Catholic Collect from the Mass for the Dedfbr all our departed brothers and sisters]

Merciful Father,

hear our prayer and console us.

As we renew our faith in Your Son,
whom You raised from the dead,
strengthen our hope

that all our departed brothers and sisters
will share in His resurrection,

who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen
(Source: http://www.churchyear.net/allsoulsprayers.html)

3- St. Martin dePorres

1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=306

1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintOfDay/default.asp?id=1188
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the room where he prayed, bilocation, miraculous knowledge, instantaneous cures
and a remarkable rapport with animals.

13- St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=278

1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintofDay/default.asp?id=1198

9 Filled with a deep trust in God and endowed with a wonderful administrative
ability, this remarkable woman soon founded schools, hospitals, and orphanages in
this strange land and saw them flourish in the aid of Italian immigrants and
children. At the time of her death, at Chicago, lllinois on December 22,1917, her
institute numbered houses in England, France, Spain, the United States, and South
America.

14, 2010- Catholic Campaign for Human Development Collection
1 See http://www.usccb.org/cchd/povertyusa/Zindex.htm for more information.
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1

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) helps people to lift themselves out of poverty.
We invest in the dignity of people living below the poverty line. Our programs support self-sufficiency
and self-determination for people who are working to bring permanent change to their communities.
Our philosophy emphasizes empowerment and participation for those in poverty. By helping the poor
to participate in the decisions and actions that affect their lives and communities, CCHD empowers
them to move beyond poverty.

Since 1970, CCHD has provided nearly 8,000 grants to self-help projects developed by grassroots
groups of poor persons nationwide. Each year CCHD distributes national grants to more than 300
projects based in local communities.

In addition, hundreds of smaller local programs are funded through the 25 percent share of the CCHD
Ai11AAOGET T OAOAET AA AU AET AAOGAO8 4EA DPOI COAI 06
significantly changed the lives of the poor in our country.

16- International Day for Tolerance

17- St. Elizabeth of Hungary

1
T
1

http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=45
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/saint.aspx?id=1202

In her short life Elizabeth manifested such great love for the poor and suffering that she has become the
patroness of Catholic charities and of the Secular Franciscan Order. The daughter of the King of
Hungary, Elizabeth chose a life of penance and asceticism when a life of leisure and luxury could easily
have been hers. This choice endeared her in the hearts of the common people throughout Europe.

25, 2010- Thanksgiving

1

Father all-powerful,Your gifts of love are countless, and Your goodness infinite.
On Thanksgiving Day we come before You, with gratitude for Your kindness:
open our hearts to concern for our fellow men and women,

so that we may share Your gifts in loving service.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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December

Theme of the Month: Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions
between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put
the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. (source: www.uscch.org)

Be sure to view our website for the Catholic Charities Office of Peace, Justice/Respect Life for
Advent Resources: http://www.dioceseofraleigh.org/how/peace_justice/index.aspx

1- World AIDS Day
9 Learn more about what Catholic Relief Services is doing in their work to combat AIDS and how you

individually or your parish may be involved: http://www.crs.org/hiv-aids/

3- International Day of Disabled Persons
9 Learn more about the USCCB Pro Life Office work with people with disabilities:
http://www.uscch.org/prolife/issues/disabilities/index.shtml

8- Feast of the Immaculate Conception

1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/saint.aspx?

f In 1854, Pius IX solemnly proclaimed:O4 EA 11 006 "1 AOOAA 6EOCEI
of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege granted by almighty God, in view of
the merits of Jesus Christ, the savior of the human race, was preserved free from all stain
I £ 1 OECET Al OET 86

12- Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=456

I Wecanlearn alesson from Mary herself. Mary appeared to Juan Diego not as a
European Madonna but as a beautiful Aztec princess speaking to him in his own Aztec
language. If we want to help someone appreciate the gospel we bring, we must
appreciate the culture and the mentality in which they live their lives. By
understanding them, we can help them to understand and know Christ. Our Lady of
Guadalupe is patron of the Americas.

.a

18- International Migrants Day
1 Read the latest statements about immigration on http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/.

25- Christmas

1 Almighty God and Father of light, / \
a child is born for us and a son is given to us. ? ¥

Your eternal Word leaped down from heaven in the silent watches of the

night,

and now your Church is filled with wonder at the nearness of her God. X% 6)
Open our hearts to receive his life and increase our vision with the rising of (

dawn,
that our lives may be filled with his glory and his peace,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

v
—

B\
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January

Theme of the Month: Rights and Responsibilities

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only
if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life
and a right to those things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and
responsibilities--to one another, to our families, and to the larger society. (source: www.usccb.org)

Poverty Awareness Month

1- World Day of Peace

Christian Prayer for Peace

Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be known as the Children of God.

But I say to you that hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.

To those who strike you on the cheek, offer the other also,

and from those who take away your cloak, do not withhold your coat as well. Give to
everyone who begs from you, and of those who take away your goods, do not ask them
again. And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. Amen.

First Week- National Migration Week
M See www.uscch.org/comm/archives/2009/09-251.shtml for more information.

3rd Mondav- Martm Luther King Day (January 27, 2011)

Almighty God, by the hand of Moses, your servant, you led your people out of slavery and
made them free at last. Grant that your Church, following the example of your servant,
Martin Luther King, may resist oppression in the name of your love, and may secure for all
your children the blessed liberty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

--source unknown

1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=10622-

9 St. Agnes was a Roman girl who was only thirteen years old when she suffered martyrdom for
her Faith. Agnes had made a promise, a promise to God never to stain her purity. Her love for
the Lord was very great and she hated sin even more than death! Since she was very beautiful,
many young men wished to marry Agnes, but she would always say, "Jesus Christ is my only
Spouse."

22- Anniversary of Roe v. Wade Supreme Court Decision

Jan. 24, 2011-
1 Washington, D.C.-March for Life
1 Mass with Bishop Burbidge at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 11:30 am
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24- St. Frances de Sales
1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintOfDay/default.asp?id=1270
9 Besides his two well-known books, the Introduction to the Devout Lifend A Treatise on
the Love of Gadhe wrote many pamphlets and carried on a vast correspondence. For
his writings, he has been named patron of the Catholic Press. His writings, filled with
his characteristic gentle spirit, are addressed to lay people. He wants to make them
understand that they too are called to be saints. &« OAT AEO AA 3 A1 AO OAI
who possesses Christian meekness is affectionate and tender towards everyone: he is
disposed to forgive and excuse the frailties of others; the goodness of his heart appears
in a sweet affability that influences his words and actions, presents every object to his
OEAx ET OEA 1100 AEAOEOAAI A AT A pPI AAGEIT C
9 Herein the Diocese of Raleigh, priests who belong to the Order of St. Francis de Sales minister at the
following parishes: Holy Infant, Durham, St. Ann, Fayetteville, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fayetteville, Our
Lady of the Seas, Buxton, Holy Redeemer by the Sea, Kitty Hawk, Immaculate Conception, Wilmington, and

308 -AOUBOh "T1 AOAT O 8

31- St. John Bosco

1 http://www.americancatholic.org/features/saints/saint.aspx?id=1277
1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=63
§ John Bosco educated the whole person? AT AU AT A O1 01 O1 EOAA8 (A
and our faith in that love should pervade everything we do? work, study, play. For John
Bosco, being a Christian was a full-time effort, not a once-a-week, Mass-on-Sunday
experience. It is searching and finding God and Jesus in everything we do, letting their love
lead us. Yet, John realized the importance of job-training and the self-worth and pride that
comes with talent and ability so he trained his students in the trade crafts, too.
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February

Theme of the Month: Solidarity

We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our

AOT OEAOOBHOAT EADEDAOAR xEAOAOGAO OEAU 1 Au AA8 , 1 OET C 1 O¢
xI Ol A8 10O OEA AT OA 1T £ OEA OEOOOA 1T &£ OI1 EAAOEOU EO OE/

PAAAAR x1 OE /&£ O E G (sGobdplasemakerst@iiiove fdr &lPuk disterd #dl drothers demands
that we promote peace in a world surrounded by violence and conflict. (source: www.usccb.org)

Operation Rice Bowl- Lent begins on March 9! Now is the time to order your Rice Bowls. Contact our office for
more information!!

African- American History Month

9 See this website for more information: http://usccb.org/saac/.
A Prayer for Black History Month
by Fr. Garence Williams, CPPS

Father of creation whose Son Jesus incarnated in time

And whose Spirit enlivens our lives today

May we honor the height of your creation, the Human Family

In every hue that you chose to give each person of our family human
Jesus, brother of us all

Your prayer to the Father "that they all may be one"

Through the Holy Spirit

May we witness this Unity of One

Each people with its history of your love

Each people created in your earthly garden seen from above

A people's story woven in struggle and triumph

Tears of pain and shouts of joy

The journey of a people in its history's flow

The divine weaver's loom hand does show

Spirit of God in the month of appreciating

The gift of your children of African descent

May we be inspired to see your kingdom mystery

In one facet of the jewel of our Human Family's descent

Unity the prayer of your incarnate Son

Disciples praying the Our Father that we may all be one

One in love of the family human, One in hope for the family human
One in faith in the family human, This month, next week and everyday
Henceforth. Amen.

6 Al AT O E-TF&rdl @de $hAddlate Opportunity
1 Check out this website for more information on Fair Trade- www.crsfairtrade.org/
FAIR TRADEDbuilds right relationships between buyers and sellers that are rooted in the principles of
human dignity and solidarity. Fair Trade respects human dignity, promotes the common good, advances
economic justice , empowers disadvantaged people, connects us with the people who create the things we
buy , and cultivates global solidarity.
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8- St. Josephine Bakhita

1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5601

91 Josephine's body was mutilated by those who enslaved her, but they could not touch her
inner spirit. Her Baptism set her on an eventual path toward asserting her civic freedom
and then service to God's people as a Canossian sister. She who worked under many
"masters" was finally happy to address God as "master" and carry out everything that she
believed to be God's will for her. She once said O4EA , 1T OA EAO 11 OAA
i 000 11 O0A AOGAOUTTAB7TA 106060 AA AT i PAOOET T AC

21,2011- Black & Indian Missions Collection
9 Since 1884, proceeds from the Black and Indian Missions Collection (BIM) are distributed as grants to
dioceses supporting and strengthening evangelization programs, which would otherwise be in danger of
disappearing among the Black, American Indian, Eskimo, and Aleute communities of the United States.
9 See http://www.usccb.org/nationalcollections/ncdescriptions.shtml#2 for more information.

21- St. Peter Damian

1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/Saint.aspx?id=1298

1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=780

1 Maybe because he was orphaned and had been treated shabbily by one of his brothers, Peter Damian was
very good to the poor. It was the ordinary thing for him to have a poor person or two with him at table and
he liked to minister personally to their needs. Peter was a reformer and if he were alive today would no
doubt encourage the renewal started by Vatican Il. He would also applaud the greater emphasis on prayer
that is shown by the growing number of priests, religious and laypersons who gather regularly for prayer,
as well as the special houses of prayer recently established by many religious communities.
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March

Theme of the Month: Life and Dignity of the Human Person

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation
of a moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching. In our society,
human life is under direct attack from abortion and euthanasia. The value of human life is being threatened by
cloning, embryonic stem cell research, and the use of the death penalty. The intentional targeting of civilians in war
or terrorist attacks is always wrong. Catholic teaching also calls on us to work to avoid war. Nations must protect
the right to life by finding increasingly effective ways to prevent conflicts and resolve them by peaceful means. We
believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things, and that the measure of every
institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person. (source: www.usccb.org)

711 AT80 (EOOI OU -11O0E

1- International Day for the Abolition of the Death Penalty
1 See http://www.pfadp.org/ for information about the use of the death penalty in North Carolina.

3- St. Katharine Drexel
1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintOfDay/default?2.asp?id=1311

1 Bornawoman of great privilege and wealth, she later became a missionary. By 1942 she
had a system of black Catholic schools in 13 states, plus 40 mission centers and 23 rural
schools. Segregationists harassed her work, even burning a school in Pennsylvania. In all,
she established 50 missions for Indians in 16 states. Her crowning achievement was
the founding of Xavier University in New Orleans, the first Catholic university in
the United States for African Americans.

8-)1 OAOT AGET T AL 7711 AT860 2EGCEOO $AU

9z Lent begins
9 See website for more information on Operation Rice Bowl- www.crs.org

1 Be sure to view our website for the Catholic Charities Office of Peace, Justice/Respect Life for
Lenten Resources: http://www.dioceseofraleigh.org/how/peace justice/index.aspx

21- International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

22- World Water Day
i See http://crs.org/water-sanitation/world-water-day/index.cfm for more information.
o0 5 Facts About Water

1- Only 0.01 percent of all water is accessible for drinking.

2- Many religions see a spiritual link between faith and water.

3- Every 15 seconds, a child dies from a water-related disease.

4- Inthe United States, nearly all homes have multiple taps and flush toilets inside. In sub-
Saharan Africa, less than 30 percent have sanitation and running water nearby.

5- Each $1 investment in basic water and sanitation services is estimated to return $5-$28 in
economic benefits.
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24- Anniversary of the Assassination of Oscar Romero

“"\ The Archbishop served the people of El Salvador and was assassinated in 1980 while he was saying
&  Mass in San Salvador. As an archbishop who witnessed ongoing violations of human rights, Romero

~ ' initiated and gave his status to a group which spoke out on behalf of the poor and the victims of the
Salvadoran civil war. His writings and words have been inspirational to millions of people. Here are
some quotes from Oscar Romero:

In the sermon just minutes before his death, Archbishop Romero reminded his congregation of the parable of
the wheat. "Those who surrender to the service of the poor through love of Christ, will live like the grains of
wheat that dies. It only apparently dies. If it were not to die, it would remain a solitary grain. The harvest comes
because of the grain that dies We know that every effort to improve society, above all when society is so full of

injustice and sin, is an effort that God blesses; that God wants; that God demands of us".

"A church that suffers no persecution but enjoys the privileges and support of the things of the earth - beware! -
is not the true church of Jesus Christ. A preaching that does not point out sin is not the preaching of the gospel.
A preaching that makes sinners feel good, so that they are secured in their sinful state, betrays the gospel's
call." (1/22/78) -- Salt of the Earth's remembrance of Archbishop Oscar Romero

"We suffer with those who have disappeared, those who have had to flee their homes, and those who have been
tortured." -Oscar Romero (1977) -- Archbishop Oscar Romero - Caracen
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April
Themeofthe Month:# AOA &I O ' T A80O #OAAOQEIT I
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day
slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in
OA1 AGET 1 OEEDP xEOE All 1T&£ '"TA30 AOAAOGEI 18 4HAGO Al OEOI I
dimensions that cannot be ignored. (source: www.usccb.org)
3.2011- Catholic Relief Services Collection (www. CRS.org)
Catholic Relief Services is the official international humanitarian agency of the Catholic community in the United
States. We alleviate suffering and provide assistance to people in need in more than 100 countries , without

regard to race, religion or nationality.
See these resources on the USCCB website: http://www.catechism.org/crscollection/resources.shtml

Child Abuse Prevention Month

6-World Health Day
15- Income Tax Day

22- Earth Day

9 Benedict XVI devotes the fourth chapter of his latest encyclical , Caritas in Veritate,
to the development of people, their rights and duties, and to the environment. He
says, "The environment is God's gift to
everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards
future generations and towards humanity as a whole."

Catholic Climate Covenant’| Caritas in Veritate Pope Benedict XVI, 2009

reation, Care for the Poo

1 We encourage you to continue educating yourself and your parish on issues affecting our environment and
the care of creation. Please see the site below for some innovative and creative ways that Catholics are
responding to the issue care of creation. This site also allows you to follow legislative events surrounding
our environment- http://catholicclimatecovenant.org/.

24- Anniversary of the Death of Cesar Chavez- http://www.chavezfoundation.org/
9 Atrue American hero, Cesar was a civil rights, Latino, farm worker, and labor leader; a religious and
spiritual figure; a community servant and social entrepreneur; a crusader for nonviolent social change; and
an environmentalist and consumer advocate.

29- St. Catherine of Siena
1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintofDay/default.asp?id=1368

91 Though she lived her life in a faith experience and spirituality far different from that of our
own time, Catherine of Siena stands as a companion with us on the Christian journey in
her undivided effort to invite the Lord to take flesh in her own life. Events which might
make us wince or chuckle or even yawn fill her biographies: a mystical experience at six,
childhood betrothal to Christ, stories of harsh asceticism, her frequent ecstatic visions.
Still, Catherine lived in an age which did not know the rapid change of twenty-first-
century mobile America. The value of her life for us today lies in her recognition of

holiness as a goal to be sought over the course of a lifetime.
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May

Theme of the Month: Solidarity

We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our
AOT OEAOO8 AT A OE O Ghkyorabe. Eodiry Buk righibor hadglblaalkliindnélons in a shrinking
xT Ol A8 'O OEA AT OA T &£ OEA OEOOOA 1T & Oi 1 EAAOEOU EC E
PDAAAAR x1 OE &£ O EOOOEAAB86p s@Aove fdr dbukdisterd &bl drother&ddmadds A A
that we promote peace in a world surrounded by violence and conflict. (source: www.usccb.org)

3,.2011- Catholic Home Misions Appeal (typically last week in April but not in 2011 due to Easter)

9 Launched in 1998, the Appeal strengthens the Catholic Church in the United States and its territories where
resources are thin and priests are few. Grantees include 90 Latin and Eastern Catholic dioceses in the U.S.
and Caribbean. The appeal funds a wide range of pastoral services, including evangelization, religious
education, the maintenance of mission parishes, the training of seminarians and lay ministers, and ministry
with ethnic groups, especially Hispanics.

1 See http://www.usccb.org/hm/materials.htm for more information.

5- Cinco de Mayo

9 The holiday of Cinco De Mayo, The 5th Of Maycommemorates the victory of the Mexican militia over the
French army at The Battle Of Puebla in 1862. It is primarily a regional holiday celebrated in the Mexican
state capital city of Puebla and throughout the state of Puebla, with some limited recognition in other parts
of Mexico, and especially in U.S. cities with a significant Mexican population. It is not, as many people think,
Mexico's Independence Day, which is actually September 16.

2ndSunday-- | OEA08 O $AU

iflother’s Day

Prayer to the Mother of the Lord for all mothers
(http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=493&cb300=vocations)
Mary, on this day when we honor all mothers, we turn to you.
We thank the Lord whom you serve for the great gift of motherhood.
Never has it been known that anyone who sought your intercession was left unaided by grace.

$AAO -1 OEAOh OEATE UI O A O Ul 60 O9ghtOeaverAdearth andchdade® E OA Ol
human history.
91 6 T PATAA Ui OOOAIT &£ OI '"TABO0 xiI OA AT A OEA 71 0A xAO 1| ¢

Dear Mother, intercede for all of our mothers.

Ask your Divine Son to give them the grace of surrendered love so that they could join with you in giving their own
O&EAD8O

May they find daily strength to say yes to the call to the sacrificial love- the very heart of the vocation of
motherhood.

May their love and witness be a source of great inspiration for all of us called to follow your Son.

Onthis Mothers@DAUh - 1T OEAO T £ OEA 71 OA )1 AAOT AOAh DPOAU &I O O

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
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15- St. Isidore the Farmer
1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintofDay/default.asp?id=1384
1 Isidore has become the patron of farmers and rural communities. In particular he is the
patron of Madrid, Spain, and of the United States National Rural Life Conference. Many
implications can be found in a simple laborer achieving sainthood: Physical labor has
dignity; sainthood does not stem from status; contemplation does not depend on learning;
the simple life is conducive to holiness and happiness. Legends about angel helpers and
mysterious oxen indicate that his work was not neglected and his duties did not go
unfulfilled. Perhaps the truth which emerges is this: If you have your spiritual self in
order, your earthly commitments will fall into order also.Of 3 YAAE EEOOO OEA
"TAy AT A EEO OECEOAI 601 AGOhd OAEA OEA AAOPAT OAO £
AROCEAAOGS |- AOOEAx ¢dqoo0(Q8
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June

Theme of the Month: Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society? in economics and politics, in law and
policy? directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community. Marriage and the
family are the central social institutions that must be supported and strengthened, not undermined. We believe
people have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all,
especially the poor and vulnerable. (source: www.usccb.org)

3- St. Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs of Uganda
1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=35
1 Prayer: Martyrs of Uganda, pray for the faith where it is danger and for Christians who must suffer because
of their faith. Give them the same courage, zeal, and joy you showed. And help those of us who live in places
where Christianity is accepted to remain aware of the persecution in other parts of the world. Amen
12- World Day Against Child Labor

19- Juneteeth- Celebration of end of slavery

20- World Refugee Day

3rd Sunday- & A O E A Q@ 192Aa11)

v .‘&AOEAOBO $AU "1 AOGOET C
7, o
oy a//zer. J God our Father, in your wisdom and love you made all things. Bless these men, that they

may be strengthened as Christian fathers. Let the example of their faith and love shine
forth. Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor them always with a spirit of
profound respect.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

22- St. Thomas More

9 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/Saint.aspx?id=1422

9 His belief that no lay ruler has jurisdiction over the Church of Christ cost Thomas More his

life. $ AOAOEAAAT BDOADA IOANAOIKEI Oho -1 OA xAO A 1 EO,
gentleman, father of four children and chancellor of England. An intensely spiritual man, he
xI Ol A 1106 OOpPT OO OEA EEI C8O AEOI OAA AEOT I ¢

Boleyn. Nor would he acknowledge Henry as supreme head of the Church in England,
breaking with Rome and denying the pope as head. The supreme diplomat and counselor,
he did not compromise his own moral values in order to please the king, knowing that true
allegiance to authority is not blind acceptance of everything that authority wants.
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July

Theme of the Month: Rights and Responsibilities

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only
if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life
and a right to those things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and
responsibilities--to one another, to our families, and to the larger society. (source: www.usccb.org)

4- Independence Day

Prayer of Thanksgiving
By: Walter Rauschenbusch

/ God, we thank you for this earth, our home;
/ For the wide sky and the blessed sun,
For the salt sea and the running water,
For the everlasting hills
And the never-resting winds,
For trees and the common grass underfoot.
We thank you for our senses
By which we hear the songs of birds,
And see the splendor of the summer fields,
And taste of the autumn fruits,
And rejoice in the feel of the snow,
And smell the breath of the spring.
Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty;
And save our souls from being so blind
That we pass unseeing
When even the common thornbush
Is aflame with your glory,
O God our creator,
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen

6- St. Maria Gorreti

1 http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintofDay/default.asp?id=1436
1 One of the largest crowds ever assembled for a canonization? 250,000? symbolized
the reaction of millions touched by the simple story of Maria Goretti. She was the
daughter of a poor Italian tenant farmer, had no chance to go to school, never learned
to read or write. When she made her First Communion not long before her death at
age 12, she was one of the larger and somewhat backward members of the class.
Devotion to the young martyr grew, miracles were worked, and in less than half a
century she was canonized. Maria may have had trouble with catechism, but she had Q\]
no trouble with faith. God's will was holiness, decency, respect for one's body, Nm
[@)]
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[a



http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintofDay/default.asp?id=1436

absolute obedience, total trust. In a complex world, her faith was simple: It is a privilege to be loved by God,
and to love him? at any cost.

14- Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha

1 http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=154

9 Kateri went to the new Christian colony of Indians in Canada. Here she lived a life dedicated to prayer,
penitential practices, and care for the sick and aged. Every morning, even in bitterest winter, she stood
before the chapel door until it opened at four and remained there until after the last Mass. She was devoted
to the Eucharist and to Jesus Crucified. Bl. Kateri Teckakwitha is the first Native American to be declared a
Blessed. Her feastday is July 14. She is the patroness of the environment and ecology as is St. Francis of
Assisi.
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